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RH NO ATTACKS ON MAN | N UDJUNG KULON
Wl ter Angst
University of Basel, Swtzerland

Reports of attacks by Javanese rhino (Rhinoceros sandai cus)
equite rare. HOOERWMERF (1938) and SCDY (1959) menti oned

sone cases, and SCHENKEL & SCHENKEL- HULLI GER (1969) al so provi ded
general discussion of the aggressive behavi our of rhinos.

During ny one year field study of nonkeys in Udjung Kul on
~encountered the very shy rhino five tinmes. G one occasi on
were al so seriously attacked and ny brother, who was with us
t that time, was injured. This being the first direct report
n such an i nstance, the editors of this journal asked ne to
iteabout it.

First | want to give sone account of a few personal
encounterswith the rhino inits last refugee, the Wljung Kuion
INat ure Reserve. On 18 Decenber 1970 during a heavy rain | wal k-
edwi th Sari dan and Sar dam n (guards) through a swanpy sal ak
hicket. After a turn we suddenly saw a rhino about five meters
hnfront of us. It was an adult, probably a nal e specinen,

t faced us notionl essly. W noved beck behind the nearest big
tree whi ch happened to be only three neters away. | started to
nmount ny camera, but | was not yet ready when the rhino fairly
Silentlytrottedaway.




et

" Last Qctober | was wal king with Saridan, Sardanin and
M sdi through a banboo stand. W saw an, adult rhino at a
di stance, of about ten neters. Still before it was aware of
our presence, we stepped back, to an open spot. Suddenly
we heard a Snort and the rhino was noving a few steps
noisily away fromus. After a period of silence we advanced
agai n and. coul d see now part of the adult rhino and a new
born baby nearby. Soon the nother rhino turned in our
direction and we imediately ran away. The rhino followed
in a sonewhat different direction and then kept still.
After a short rest beside a tree we advanced agai n and then
coul d observe the little rhino, both lying and wal ki ng
a few steps. |.nmade a few photographs and then we stole

away | ike thieves.

- Apart consisting, of Albert WII (a horticulturist
fromFl orida), ny brother Henry Angst, Suwardi, Akmar and
| were follow ng'the fresh tracks of two rhinos up a hill
on 7 January.1971 Near the top of the hill, in a stand
of bangban, (Donax.sp.) and scattered trees, Suwardi and
I -who were wal king about fifteen meters infront of the
others - heard breaking branches about twenty neters in

freet of us.. Ve Stopped to | ook, and i medi ately a rhino
appeared and ran directly towards us. It was not quite

fullgrown and | “estimated its age bei ng about one and

a half years. jt was uttering |oud, rhythmcal sounds,

rather like a stream| oconoti ve.
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gwardi and | ran together to the next tree, which was

infront of us and sonewhat uphill. The rhino proved very

agi | e and al most succeeded in cutting us of. Wile | was

4npi ng over a big root behind that hel pful tree, the rhino
ave ny back leg a little push with its horn. suwardi
continued his flight in the direction fromwhich the rhino

had just cone. | hopped over the roots as the rhino tw ce

w:chased me hal fway around the tree.
| hastily clinbed the tree. The rhino now charged t he second

part of the group. Aknmar and Al bert WI I each had enough
stime to escape behind a tree.

Then it turned of f and

But ny brother wanted to film
iit, but he did not then realize the danger until he sawthe
irhino headi ng straight for him He junped asi de and t he rhi no
passed by, but it stopped, turned quickly and attacked agai n.
Henry ran downhill, the rhino right on his heels. He was

cought and knocked down to the ground. He rolled around and

sbitten three tinmes. The bites were cut by the incisors

of the | ower jaw (rhinos have no inci sors on the upper jaw).

He bunped hi s head agai nst a stone and t hen | ay noti onl ess,

. ina crouched position. The rhino, as Albert WI | coul d see,

nearly stepped over Henry's body, but instead of doing so,
it turned away and di sappeared. Then a second, adult rhino
rh( per haps t he not her of t heforner one) passed near by w t hout

attacking. My brother had three deep cuts on his right hip,

ovwer | eg and foot, and a | ot of smaller wounds, but nothing
S br oken.
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After five days wi thout proper medical attention in Udjung Kul on,
nowhe is hone in Switzerland, and he hopes to | eave the hospital

Soon.

Wiy did the rhino in the | ast encounter ,attack, whereas the
ones on the other two instances did not ? It seens that not only
external stimuli but also internal factors, either resulting
fromthe individual life history, or just being nonentary
dispositions, play a role in determining the reaction of a rhino

‘towards man. Because the nan who neets a wild rhino normal |y
has no idea about its internal state, its reaction towards him
then is to a large extent unpredictable.

In 1966 and 1968 there were two men injured by rhinos
in Ujung Kulon in quite the same nmanner as the one descri bed
above. Both victins recovered.
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