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ABSTRACT

The new species Cassine kedarnathii Sasi. & Swarup. is described
from the Silent Valey National Park (India) and illustrated.

INTRODUCTION

Two species of Cassine L. (Celastraceae) were recorded from Peninsular
Indig, viz. C. glauca (Rottb.) O. Ktze. and C. paniculata (Wt. & Arn.) Lo-
breau-Call. (Gamble 1915: under Elaeodendron; Ramamoorthy 1976).
Kostermans (1987) in his taxonomic treatment of the genusin Ada, restric-
ted the name C. glauca (Rotth.) O. Ktze. to Si Lankan materias and as-
dgned the name C. albens (Retz.) Kosterm. to Indian materials known as
C. glauca (Rottb.) O. Ktze.

A giant hollow tree in the Silent Vdley National Park attracted the'
attention of visitors because of its large sze (height ca, 30 m and dbh 13 m)
and the hollow bole, from base to top, through which sy isvisible. The
tree had been identified C. glauca (Rotth.) O. Ktze. presumably in the ab-
sence of flowers and fruits (Subrarnanian & Singh 1987). On a recent vigt
to Slent Valey, we were able to collect flowering and fruiting specimens
of the tree. This material did not agree with any of the species treated in
Kostermans Revison (1987). Subsequently, the material was reffered to
Kostermans and he confirmed the novelty of the species. This species is
differentiated and described as new below.
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Cassne kedarnathii Sasidharan & Swarupanandan, sp. nov., Figs. 1—I10.

Affinis C. congylos Kosterm. in magnus fructus sed vergens in fructus «
|? soidus cum, crassus mesocarpus et folia e(l:alptlcoo ongus. acuminatus.
Differt e C. paniculata (Wt. & Amf) L obreau- get a oblongo, ovaria
2-loculosus et brevlore cymeae. Differt e C. albens (Retz.) Kosterm. et
glau%%SR?I;[/tlb Ktze in magnus florae et fructus. HOLOTYPUS : Sasdha—
ran

Differs from C panlculata é\N & Arn.) Lobreau-Cal. in the gblon
etals, two celled ler cymes. Differs from C. albens (Retz.
osterm. and C. 8Iauca (Rott }20 Ktze mthelarger sze of the flowers and

fruits. Allied to con osterm. in the larger sSized fruits, but differs

in the dlipsoid fruit WI h thlck mesocarp and “dliptic-oblong acuminate
€aves.

Large trees, up to 30 m tall. Bak grg{lsh brown, inner bark reddish.
Leaves opposite, lamina 5—8 x 2—35 cm, d]i %Uc-ob ong, obtusely caudate
acuminate, base acute, margin_ crenate, sllg tIy thickened, coriaceaous,
glabrous, lateral nerves 5—9 pairs, secondary laterals present, intercostae
reticulate, prominulous above prominent below, |[:)etloe 2—25 cm long.
Cymes dichasia, terminal and -axillary, glabrous lowers_greenish-yellow,
ca. 12 mm across. Pedicdls 4—5 mm long. Sepdls 5, 15 x_3 mm, imbricate,
broadly ovate, obtuse, glabrous. Petals 5, 5 x 2—25 mm imbricate, oblong%
obtuse margin slightly revolute Stamens 5, mserted aong the marglns

ay annular disc, filaments 2 mm ons% ay immersed in the disc,
Zcelled cdls 2-ovuled ovules basdl. Styles short, stlgmaentlre Drupe 25—
30 x 18—22 mm, dlipsoid, apiculate, green: epicarp thin, putamen Sightly
compressed, vertically grooved on both sides, one side 3—4 mm thick; the
other 5—7 'mm, shining brown within. Seed 1. ca. 20 x 17 mm. dliptic,
planoconvex, shallowly™ grooved above, brown. Flowering March to June
and fruiting October to November.

DISTRIBUTION: Evergreen forests along the Western Ghats.
ETYMOLOGY: The $pecies is named in honour of Dr. S. Kedarnath.
~distinguished forest geneticist.

NOTES Inthe larger d9ze of the fruits the species is dlied to the Sri
Lankan species C. congylos Kosterm. but differs from it in the dlipsoid fruit
with thick putamen and the dlliptic oblong acuminate leaves. The large Sze
of the fruit easly distinguishes the species from the other South Indian
gpecies C. albens (Retz.) Kosterm. and C. paniculata (Wt. & Arn.) Lobreau-
Cdl.

SFECIMENS EXAMINED: Kerda State: Palghat distr. Silent valey, + 800 m, 11—5—
1989, fl. & fr. Sasidharan 3689 (MH); Locality not known 28—4—1905, young fr. Barber
7064(MH).
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Figures 1—10. Cassine kedarnathii Sasi. & Swarup. 1. Flowering twig. 2. Flower. 8. Sepal.
4. Petal. 5. Stamen. 6. Anther. 7. Pistil and disc. 8. Transection of ovary. 9. Fruit.
10. Transection of fruit.
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