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fertile floret and 1 sterile floret. Lemma hirsute or 
glabrous, palea two–keeled, glabrous or hairy 
margin, lodicules present. 

 
Distribution. East Java, South Sulawesi, Luzon, 
Papua, Papua New Guinea, Alor.  
 
Habitat. Dry soil, lowland up to 950 m asl. 
 
Notes. Widjaja (1997) has clar ified that  
Bambusa horsfieldii Munro (syn. of Bambusa  
cornuta Munro) and Bambusa microcephala 
(Pilger) Holttum has been excluded from the  
genus Bambusa due to its spreading crest on each 
node (fimbril or patella), the entire lodicules and 
the ovoid glabrous and not thickened ovary, and 
they were accommodated in Fimbribambusa.   
 
10. Fimbribambusa soejatmiae Widjaja &  
Ervianti, spec. nov. (Fig. 10). 
Type: Indonesia, Sulawesi, South Sulawesi. 
Maros, Bantimurung Subdistrict, Cagar Alam 
Karenta, Taman Nasional Bantimurung 
Bulusaraung, Widjaja EAW 4 (Holo: BO–
1917884); Maros, Bantimurung Subdistrict, 
Patunuang Asue Village, Along the road after 
Biseang Labboro Bridge, 22 June 2010, EAW 
9015 (Holo: BO−1917828, Iso: BO−1917829, 
BO−1817830 (BO, K, L). 
 
Diagnosis. Distinguised by scrambling bamboo, 
culm with patella/ knee, culm sheath blade 
deflexed, auricle horn like, stiff, glabrous; Leaf 
sheath auricle horn–like, stiff with long bristle. 
 
Culm scrambling. Culm with patella/knee in 
nodes, 3–5 mm long. Branches one lateral  
dominant branches with smaller branches. Culm 
sheath glabrous, sheath 16.2–21.8 × 6.8–10.1 cm, 
apex 1.4–2.1 cm long; auricle horn like, stiff, 2–5 
mm high, glabrous; ligules entire, 1–2 mm high, 
glabrous; blade deflexed, lanceolate, base ovate, 
17–19.5 cm long, 2–2.7 cm wide near the base, 
about 0.5–0.6 cm wide at the junction with the 
sheath. Leaves 5.8–32.5 × 1.2–10.1 cm, glabrous, 
apex acuminate, base somewhat rounded and 
briefly constricted to truncate, petiole 2–5 mm 
long; leaf sheath auricles horn–like, stiff, 3–5 mm 
high, bristles 2–6 mm long; ligules dentate  
irregular, 1 mm high without bristles.  
Inflorescence indeterminate, pseudospikelets, 6–7 
mm long, 1 fertile floret and 1 steril floret, rachilla 
1 mm long, floret 5–6 mm long; glumes 2, 
mucronate, 2–2.5 mm long; lemma 5–5.5 mm 
long, hairy, mucronate; palea two–keeled, 5.5–6 
mm long, apex bifid, glabrous; lodicules absent; 
style hairy; anthers yellowish, filament free, 2–3 
mm long; stigma 3. 
 

 

Habitat. On the rocks, limestone, 20 m asl.  
 Etymology: Dr. Soejatmi Dransfield is the bam-
boologist who based at the Royal Botanical     
Gardens Kew, she dedicated her time only on 
bamboo study of Madagascar, Malesia, Thailand 
and other part of the world.  
 
Vernacular name. Bambu nana (Maros).  
 
Specimens examined. South Sulawesi. Maros, 
Tompok Balang, 27 Sept. 1975, Soejatmi  
Soenarko 319 (BO); Sw Peninsula, NE of  
Makassar within 54–60 km on the road, 4 July 
1976, Meijer 10821 (BO, L, US); Maros,  
Bantimurung Subdistrict, Cagar Alam Karenta, 
Taman Nasional Bantimurung Bulusaraung, 
Widjaja EAW 4 (BO); Maros, Bantimurung  
Subdistrict, Patunuang Asue Village, Along the 
road after Biseang Labboro Bridge, 22 June 2010, 
Widjaja EAW 9015 (BO, K, L). 
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Widjaja, E. A. 2019. 

BOOK REVIEW

The Spectacular Indonesian  
Bamboos. Design and printing Polagrade, ISBN 
978-602-52326-0-2.  Soft cover. Pp. 188,  
illustrated in full colour. Available from  
eawidjaja3003@gmail.com. Price $55. 
 

Bamboo is one of the most important natural  
resources of the tropics, and because of its wide  
distribution, availability, rapid growth, easy  
handling and desirable properties, it has been used 
widely in daily life of local communities as a  
locally sustainable resource. In Indonesia that is 
certainly the case. This book is the first account of 
bamboos in Indonesia describing various aspects 
of bamboos, except for classification.    

The author provides a brief history of  
Indonesian bamboos in scientific literature, from 
Rumphius (1654) to the present day. Elizabeth A. 
Widjaja has been working on the bamboo  
taxonomy for the last 43 years, publishing many 
papers including the description of new genera and 
species occurring in Indonesia. The uses of  
bamboos are described in great detail, from  
bamboo knives to cut umbilical cords to building 

materials and food (bamboo shoots), all illustrated 
with beautiful and informative colour pictures 
(taken by the author and various other people). 
When the author started working in the Herbarium 
Bogoriense, Bogor, Indonesia, there were  
60 species of bamboos recorded as occurring in 
Indonesia, but now there are 176 species, found 
growing wild or cultivated or introduced.   
Indonesia is a big country and bamboo exploration 
by the author covers about 80% of the land area. 
These 176 species are presented in a most  
informative table (14 pages), covering botanical 
names, growing wild or introduced or in  
cultivation, endemism, distribution, vernacular 
names (local and international), and synonyms. 
There are 105 species recorded to be endemic. 
Among 176 species, 15 species which are the most 
important bamboos in Indonesia, are described and 
illustrated in colour pictures and a dot distribution 
maps. Each of these 15 species is presented with 
vernacular names, a description, uses and colour 
pictures of the habit, culms, culm sheaths, young 
shoots which will allow anyone to be able to  
recognise the species in the field.   

Bamboo properties of selected species and 
guidelines culm preservation have been compiled 
and are discussed extensively. Tables of shoots, 
nutrition value, moisture content, specific gravity, 
tensile strength, modulus elasticity and rupture, 
compression strength, chemical properties, fibre 
characters, of selected species are presented very 
informatively. 

The author hopes that the book will be useful 
for researchers and for reviving existing action 
plans of the development of sustainable and  
potentially highly profitable bamboo industries. 
The author also points out that Indonesia is rich in 
bamboo species that have not been completely  
explored. A full knowledge of Indonesian  
bamboos would and could help to contribute to the 
as yet incomplete classification of bamboos in  
general. 

The most valuable bibliography contains over 
200 titles. 

The book is full of information and is  
recommended for anyone who is interested in 
bamboos. The author is to be congratulated on this 
beautiful and valuable volume. 

 

SOEJATMI DRANSFIELD. Royal Botanic  
Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 3AE, UK.  
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